2017
ANNUAL REPORT

P U YA L LU P P O L I C E D E PA R T M E N T
w w w. p u ya l l u p p o l i c e . o r g

ABOUT PUYALLUP PD
Dear Puyallup Community,
It is a privilege to present to you the 2017 Puyallup Police Department Annual Report.
The year 2017 was a year of change here at Puyallup Police Department, but the men and women of the Puyallup Police Department
remain the finest in law enforcement and I am proud to have been recently named as the newest Chief of Police to serve the
Puyallup community.
As a Puyallup resident myself, policing in Puyallup is something I take to heart. Our team at PPD is committed to our mission, vision,
and values. All of us here at PPD love this community and love that this community supports us. We as a department are here to
serve you and we will work every day to give 100% to this community.
I encourage you, as you read the following pages, to learn more about Puyallup Police Department and to get involved with your
police department through one of our many programs. Programs available are participating in a block watch in your neighborhood,
attending our Citizens Police Academy, serving as a Volunteer in Police Services, joining the Police Explorer program for young
people, or by following us on social media via Facebook, Twitter, or
OUR MISSION
Instagram. We are a very transparent department and we strive to let you
Our
mission
is
to work in partnership with the
know what is happening in your community each day.
Thank you for supporting your police department and the men and women
who make this department great!
If I can ever be of assistance or you have a question about law enforcement
in Puyallup please feel free to contact me at 253-841-5415 or
scotte@ci.puyallup.wa.us.
Sincerely,

community to support a safe environment and to
reduce crime and the fear of crime.

OUR VALUES
Safety
Ethics
Respect
Vigilance
Integrity
Compassion
Excellence

Scott Engle
Chief of Police
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ABOUT PUYALLUP PD
All 80 members of the team at Puyallup Police Department work together to provide the utmost of SERVICE to the
citizens of Puyallup. The Puyallup Police Department is led by a Chief and Deputy Chief of Police. Together they
oversee three separate divisions, each led by a captain. The divisions are varied in scope of work and personnel
make-up, but all divisions work day and night to pursue a mutual goal: to reduce crime and the fear of crime. The
divisions are: Operations Division, Professional Services Division and Criminal Investigations Division.

At 34 members strong, the Operations Division is the largest of the divisions of the Puyallup Police Department,
and is the most visible. Most would identify the Operations Division with patrol. This is the division composed of
patrol officers that are out on the streets day in and day out handling calls for service, traffic enforcement and
assisting those in need. The Operations Division is made up of four separate squads, two dayshift squads and two
nightshift squads. In addition to patrol, the department’s Administrative Secretary responsible for analyzing crime
statistics and trends falls under the Operations Division.

The Professional Services Division has the most variety of job duties on any given day. Comprised of uniformed
personnel such as the Traffic and Motorcycle Unit, the Problem Oriented Policing Unit which includes our
Community Outreach Officer and School Resource Officer, and Corrections (or more commonly referred to as the
jail). Professional Services also incorporates Training and Crime Prevention. In addition, Professional Services is
responsible for other functions such as overseeing the Reserve Officer program, Public Relations and PIO duties,
management of the department’s popular and busy Social Media campaigns, and also serves as the Puyallup
Police Department’s Internal Affairs Unit. The Professional Services Division is very active in the community with
programs such as Citizens’ Academy, National Night Out, Block Watch, Coffee With a Cop and many, many more.

The Criminal Investigations Division is what many would refer to as the detectives unit. Criminal Investigations at
PPD is organized into two separate units, Major Crimes Unit and Special Investigations Unit. The Major Crimes Unit
is responsible for following up on criminal reports and allegations involving crimes against people. Examples of
crimes against people that fall under the Major Crimes Unit include murder, assault, robbery, kidnapping, rape,
domestic violence and abuse against children and the elderly. Alternatively the Special Investigations Unit is
assigned to investigate and follow up on allegations of criminal activity involving property. Examples of these
crimes include burglary, theft, arson, drug crimes, identity theft and fraud. Also under the scope of Special
Investigations is property, evidence and crime scene investigation, which is handled by one civilian employee.
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ABOUT PUYALLUP PD
The Puyallup Police Department, as a department within
the City of Puyallup local government, is
responsible each year for tracking and adhering to the
budget set forth annually by the city council representing
the citizens of Puyallup.
In 2017 the total Police Department budget was
$17,443,606. This total budget authorizes the police
department to employ 80 full-time employees. The
police department budget accounts for approximately
40.8% of the total city general fund.

Adherence to the mission and values of the Puyallup
Police Department is of utmost importance and is taken
seriously by the administration of PPD. To ensure the
department is providing SERVICE to the citizens of
Puyallup, all messages received, whether commendations
or complaints regarding our staff, are documented and
followed up on. The chart shown to the right illustrates
the outcome of citizen commendations and complaints
received in 2017. A total of 45 citizens contacted the
Puyallup Police Department regarding conduct of 66
employees. Of these 66 employees mentioned, 41 were
commended for their SERVICE to the citizens of Puyallup.
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y

Providing law enforcement services 24/7 to Puyallup’s approximately 40,700 residents is not an easy task.
The commissioned officer to resident ratio in Puyallup is 1 commissioned officer for every 714 residents.
Over a year’s time a lot of work is performed by officers, detectives, corrections officers and the support
staff assisting to put everything together. In the next few pages you will learn more about the activity that
department members have been involved in over the year 2017.

The Puyallup Police Department tracks all calls for service, whether the call is initiated by a citizen calling the 911
dispatch center requesting police assistance or if it were initiated by an officer who observes a traffic violation,
suspicious activity occurring or a crime in progress while on regular patrol duty. Data on each individual occurrence
of crime reported to the Puyallup Police Department is also tracked and reported to the FBI through the National
Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). Below is a sample of offenses as reported by the Puyallup Police
Department in 2017.
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
In addition to responding to calls for service, officers are out patrolling the streets of Puyallup to ensure that all
those out enjoying the community are safe. Traffic safety is an important factor in the Puyallup Police Department’s
mission of supporting a safe environment. Officers make traffic stops based on observable behavior which can
lead to a criminal investigation for driving under the influence. In addition to our officers conducting traffic
enforcement, the Puyallup Police Department has
technology that acts as a force multiplier to improve the safe
and efficient flow of traffic and collision reduction in the city.
Examples of this technology is the use of radar and LIDAR
speed detection devices, school zone and crosswalk flashing
beacons, radar speed trailers deployed in neighborhoods and
the photo red light enforcement program.
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
Not all interactions with the police department begin with a patrol officer. The Puyallup Police Department’s
Records Unit is the first point of contact for many citizens, whether by phone or in person. The Records Unit is
responsible for many day-to-day functions, including report intake, case management and storage, public
disclosure, concealed pistol licenses and fingerprinting.

Citizens visiting the lobby may also see the Prescription Pill
Drug Disposal (P2D2) box where citizens can safely dispose
of unused, unwanted and expired medications. Once these
drugs are anonymously deposited into the secure drop box,
they are safely and properly incinerated, which prevents the
drugs from falling into the hands of children or others.

As well as processing the prescription pill
disposals through the P2D2 box, the
Puyallup Police Department’s Property &
Evidence Technician processed thousands
of logged items of evidence in 2017.
 5,541 items of incoming property were
processed
 745 narcotics-related items were received
 176 firearms were received, 55 were
disposed of by release or destruction
 91 bicycles were received, 42 of which were
released to the owner and 6 were donated
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
In addition to the 24/7 operations of patrol officers, Puyallup Police Department has eight detectives and two
detective sergeants who investigate and conduct follow up on cases. These detectives are split into two groups
defined as those assigned to investigate crimes against people, Major Crimes Unit detectives, and those who
investigate crimes against property, Special Investigations Unit detectives. Follow up on cases by detectives
involves very detailed work, interviews with witnesses and suspects and working closely with the City of Puyallup
Prosecutor’s Office and Pierce County Prosecutor’s Office. Each case investigation can range from a few hours to
months of work by a detective. As a whole, all detectives under the Criminal Investigation Division submitted
1,771 police reports with a narrative work count of 1,039,801 words. Below is a summary of some of the major
cases worked by detectives in 2017.

In April 2017 officers responded to an assault involving 10 individuals with one of the males on the ground
bleeding from the head and unconscious. There were two groups of males involved in the altercation after a night
of bar-hopping. The unconscious male succumbed to the injuries inflicted during the fight which led to a homicide
investigation. All parties were interviewed and numerous amounts of evidence was collected over 3 months
and hours and hours of work. The case is still under review by prosecutors for charging.
In June officers responded to a male badly beaten in front of the Puyallup library after hours. The male was in
critical condition with a facial injury, unknown if he would survive. Detectives were called to the scene and worked
throughout the night and next day to formulate potential suspects. The next day, officers were again called for a
fight involving multiple teenagers. Detectives again responded and determined the group involved in the
second incident was also involved in the assault the night before. Witnesses were interviewed along with the
suspects which took detectives into a second night of working 16-18 hour shifts. A total of 5 male teenagers were
arrested for the assault spree. Forensic analysis of cell phones produced evidence of several other fights instigated
by the same individuals. Most were convicted and served jail time in Remann Hall for their crimes.
In June 2017, officers responded to a report of a man with a gun downtown with the caller stating he was being
chased. As officers got into the area there was only one man, the caller, who had mental health issues and was
armed with a handgun. This was Puyallup’s first case involving the new Extreme Risk Protection Order. An order
was granted to revoke the man’s right to possess firearms after documenting his mental state and hazard to
himself and the community. A fully automatic machine gun was seized during this process.
Also in June, dispatch received calls requesting a welfare check on a male that was bloodied and bruised all over
his body. The male victim advised responding officers that he had been held against his will in a homeless camp
and was physically and sexually assaulted for several days. Detectives interviewed the male victim and wrote a
search warrant for the homeless camp. Detectives successfully arrested the suspect for Kidnap, Assault 2nd, Rape
1st, and Felony Harassment. This case is still pending trial.
On December 19th officers responded to the AT&T store on S Meridian for an Armed Robbery. Two suspects (one
male and one female) had entered the store, forced the employees into the back office by threatening them with
guns, and scooped up phones and other accessories. The employees were able to get a license plate to the vehicle
and had video footage when detectives arrived. Detectives identified both suspects and, with the assistance of the
King County Sheriff’s Office, took both suspects into custody within three hours of the robbery. Detectives
recovered thousands of dollars in cash due to the suspects’ selling all the stolen merchandise prior to their arrest.
This case is awaiting trial.
www.puyalluppolice.org
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
After a complaint of narcotics at the evening meal program in the Armory located in the 600 block of 4th Ave SE
was received, detectives began gathering information which led to the identification of a suspect determined to be
selling drugs to meal program customers. The drug dealer lived in close proximity to the area. A search warrant was
served on the suspects' residence with the assistance of Metro SWAT.
In February 2017, detectives successfully concluded a month-long drug investigation in a downtown apartment
complex by arresting the two main suspects and serving a Superior Court search warrant on their apartment.
During that same day, the follow up investigation by detectives revealed that the main source of supply for heroin
within the complex was currently enroute to deliver additional quantities of heroin. Detectives took the opportunity
to enlist the POP Unit and a Department of Corrections officer for assistance. The operation resulted in the arrest of
the main supplier of heroin for the apartment complex and additional quantities of heroin being confiscated.
In response to numerous complaints of drug dealing and thefts associated with subjects living in a residence within
the area of the 800 block of 4th St NE, Special Investigations Unit detectives established surveillance and
identified several suspects involved in criminal activity. Undercover work by detectives led to the service of a
Superior Court search warrant by Metro SWAT. Quantities of methamphetamines, an illegal handgun and drug
paraphernalia were recovered from the residence and due to the deplorable conditions of the residence, the
property was tagged as uninhabitable by code enforcement.
In November of 2017 the Puyallup Police Special Investigations Unit, along with the FBI and the South Sound Child
Exploitation Taskforce, conducted an extensive operation at a local hotel to locate and help individuals who are
being trafficked in the sex trade. The operation utilized undercover officers, arrest personnel, counselors,
detectives, and civilian staff to accomplish the goals. In all, 16 persons were arrested during the operation for
various charges, primarily prostitution, and 2 were arrested for promoting prostitution.
SIU Detectives began an undercover case in the downtown area of Puyallup during the early months of 2017. This
case culminated with the successful arrest of a suspect who was turned over to the DEA for further investigation.
The resulting federal case became a domestic terrorism operation that targeted a violent street crimes gang in
Seattle that had ties to Puyallup, Auburn, Kent and Tacoma. The combined efforts of many federal agencies and
local law enforcement resulted in an anticipated 25 grand jury indictments and several search warrants served in
an attempt to dismantle two street gangs as they assumed control of an area vacated by rival gangs.

www.puyalluppolice.org
8

DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
Officers with The Puyallup Police Department are not just officers and detectives, they are SWAT team members,
K9 officers, collision investigators, Civil Disturbance Team members, regional crime response members, peer
support counselors and much, much more. These collateral duties are performed in addition to the regular duty of
a police officer and comes with hours of specialized training and long nights when called out to an incident
requiring an officer with that particular knowledge and skillset. Puyallup is a partner with other local law
enforcement agencies providing metro services to member agencies for K9 tracking, SWAT team call-outs and
major collision response.
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DEPARTMENT ACTIVIT Y
The City of Puyallup Jail is a 52-bed adult misdemeanor facility which incarcerates inmates for up to one year. The
jail houses, when at full capacity, 40 male and 12 female inmates and is operated by a team of 13 corrections
officers which includes one lieutenant and two sergeants. The Puyallup Jail houses inmates not only for Puyallup
Police Department arrests, but also for several local law enforcement agencies and municipal courts. To offset the
cost of managing the jail, agencies are charged a daily fee to incarcerate inmates under their jurisdiction.
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COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT
The mission of the Puyallup Police Department is to work in partnership with the community to support a safe
environment and to reduce crime and the fear of crime. Community partnership is paramount to our mission and
SERVICE to our community is the heart of the core values of the Puyallup Police Department. The community is
important to Puyallup Police Department and why many officers choose to live, work and play here.
There are many community-oriented programs offered by the Puyallup Police Department which help improve the
quality of life for everyone in Puyallup and helps to build partnerships between police, residents and visitors. Some
of the programs include Block Watch, National Night Out Against Crime, Citizens Academy, Coffee With a Cop and
community presentations and tours of the police department.

COFFEE WITH A COP

SUPERHERO READING
To receive updates on community events, follow the Puyallup Police Department on social media.
Puyallup PD can be found on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT
The Puyallup Police Department encourages and promotes community engagement through many varied programs
and services. The Puyallup Police Department has been a proud supporter of Special Olympics Washington for
many years. Officers from Puyallup PD join officers from across the state to participate in the annual
Tip-A-Cop event raising money for Special Olympics athletes in Washington State. In 2017, the Puyallup Police
Department raised nearly $3,500 in this one-day event which had officers swapping out their handcuffs to spend
the day serving customers at Red Robin and raising money and awareness for this great cause.

Volunteer of the Year
DAVE SMARR

SERVICE to the community goes further at Puyallup PD with our devoted team of
Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS). The VIPS program has volunteers of all ages
working side-by-side with officers to help support a safe environment. VIPS assist with
events such as National Night Out and Coffee With a Cop and can often be seen out
on patrol looking for disabled parking violations. VIPS also help deploy the Radar
Speed Trailer to monitor speeds on residential streets and are available to help rid
neighborhoods of unsightly graffiti through the Graffiti Eradication Team. The Puyallup
Jail also has a robust volunteer program with dedicated volunteers facilitating weekly
visitation, AA meetings and religious services for inmates.

The Puyallup Police Department has a volunteer Police Chaplain that is called to provide emotional support to
members of the Puyallup Police Department and their families as well as to citizens in the event of a crisis or
death. The Chaplain is on-call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and provides a service that is invaluable for those in
need whatever the situation or incident may be.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Corrections Officer
Lacey Burton

Crime Prevention
Coordinator
Keriann Cockrell

Corrections Officer
Debbie Gee

Officer
Kaleb Johnson

Sergeant
Jon Waller

Chief Bryan Jeter
29 Years of Service

Officer Rochelle Brosseau
33 Years of Service

Officer Mike Kowalski
29 Years of Service
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Officer
Marty Martin

Captain
Dan Pashon

Lisa Isaacs
11 Years of Service

YEAR IN REVIEW

SERVICE COIN RECEIPIENTS

CHIEF’S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

15 YEARS OF SERVICE

Detective Micah Wilson

Officer Nate Cusick

LIFESAVING MEDAL

Captain Jason Visnaw

Officer Adam Culp

20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Officer Tad Miniken

Officer Dave Temple

Officer Eric Lewis

Sergeant Joe Pihl

WSP Trooper Meenan

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

Officer Lloyd Leppell

Corrections Officer Jake Thompson

LETTERS OF COMMENDATION
Corrections Officer Jeremy Bledsaw

SUPPORT SERVICES PERSON OF THE YEAR

Corrections Officer Alex Hustead

Sherie Theuerkauf

Sergeant Mike Melzo
Officer Matt Hurley

CORRECTIONS OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Officer Dylan Rice

Corrections Officer Jeremy Bledsaw

Officer Eric Lewis

O F F I C E R O F T H E YE A R

Officer Elijah Allman

Officer Lloyd Leppell

Officer Wayne Blackard
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P U YA L LU P P O L I C E D E PA RT M E N T
311 W. Pioneer, Puyallup WA 98371
www.puyalluppolice.org

National Night Out 2017

