SUMMARY
The City of Puyallup is placing Proposition 1 on the February 8,
2022 ballot to fund a new Public Safety Building. This bond
previously appeared on the November 2021 ballot and received
59.3 percent approval, which was under the required 60 percent
approval requirement. The City is resubmitting the bond, now at
$81 million, for additional voter education opportunities.

• In 1968, the current Public Safety Building was built
in downtown Puyallup. In this 50-year time frame,
Puyallup’s population has grown from 14,000 to
over 43,000.
• To meet the demands of this population increase,
the Puyallup Police Department has grown to
68 police officers and about 95 total employees.
This has created issues with officers performing
their duties due to overcrowded and inadequate
workspace.

• The jail now holds 52 inmates and is overcrowded.
• If approved, Proposition 1 would fund a new Public
Safety Building and a downtown substation.
• Additionally, the age of the building has resulted
in an increased need for constant repairs and
maintenance.
• The municipal court is in a separate, leased space.
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BACKGROUND
The current Public Safety Building was
established in 1968, at 311 W Pioneer
Avenue. At the time, Puyallup’s population
was roughly 14,000. The facility was built based on city
population and level of law enforcement service needs at
the time, which was about 23 police staff. The jail was built
attached to the facility and was designed to hold 21 inmates.

The new building would be a modern facility and
would house the police, jail, and municipal court
under one roof. Currently, the Court is in a
separate, leased facility.
Proposition 1 would also fund a Police Substation
located in downtown Puyallup. The substation
would be inside City Hall on the first floor, allowing
downtown residents access to police services.

Other features of the new building include space
for all police officers and more secure courtrooms.
Additionally, the new jail would have room to
separate inmates plus space for rehabilitative services
such as mental health, medical, and counseling
services.
The new building would be located at 600 39th Ave
SE next to Central Pierce Fire & Rescue Station 72.

PUYALLUP GROWTH
POPULATION

POLICE STAFF
1968: 23
1968: 14,000
2021: 43,379

2021: 95

BOND AMOUNT
Total bond amount: $81 MILLION
Bond Levy Rate: $0.611 per $1,000
of assessed property value
Example: A $350,000 home
would pay $17.80 per month.

+

PROCEEDS

=

Estimated net proceeds
from the sale of the
current public safety
building: ~$1 MILLION

ESTIMATED
PROJECT COST
Total project cost:

$82.7 MILLION
Soft costs:

$23.3 MILLION

Bond term: 25 years

• Architecture and
engineering design fees
and reimbursables
• Site survey

Building
construction
$30.2 MILLION

• Special inspections
• Hazardous material
testing and survey

Hard costs:

• Building commissioning

$59.4 MILLION
Site construction
$6.1 MILLION
General contractor
fees, conditions,
and contingency
$15.9 MILLION

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Why is the City placing
Proposition 1 back on the
February 2022 ballot?
For a bond measure to pass, it
must obtain 60 percent “Yes”
votes and have at least 40 percent
turnout from the previous general
election to validate those votes.
In November 2021, Proposition 1
received sufficient voter turnout to
validate. However, Proposition 1
received 59.3 percent “Yes”
votes. There were also several
hundred undervotes, which means

Escalation (to midpoint
of construction)

$7.2 MILLION

• Furniture, fixtures,
and equipment
• Phone, data, AV, and
security equipment
• Permitting fees
and sales tax

residents chose not to vote on
the measure. Placing Proposition
1 on the February 2022 ballot
allows for additional educational
opportunities for residents to
make an informed decision.

Why did the City change the
bond amount from $82.7
million to $81 million?
The City Council unanimously
decided, if the bond is approved,
to use the net proceeds of the
sale of the current Public Safety
Building towards the project cost
to construct the new Public Safety
Building, bringing the bond amount
to $81 million.

What are the current
building issues?
• The current building is over 50
years old and needs repairs.
Repairs that are needed include
a new roof, plumbing and sewer
system, HVAC, and a telecom
system.

• The Puyallup Police Department
also has officers working offsite in leased locations due to
insufficient office space.
• A lack of parking has made it
difficult for officers to park their
patrol vehicles and for visitors to
access the building.

The City decided on the location at
600 39th Ave SE based on several
factors.
• The City owns the property,
which is well positioned to
service projected growth.
• Being next door to Central
Pierce Fire & Rescue would
enhance emergency responses
citywide.
• The building would be out of a
lahar zone and flood zone. If a
natural disaster were to occur,
the current building would be at
risk of being demolished, which
would impact Puyallup Police
Department’s ability to deliver
critical emergency services.

You’re moving it out of
downtown? I live in downtown.
Will this impact response
time to issues in downtown?
The location of the physical
police department will not affect
response times to calls for service.
Police officers respond to calls for
service from within their patrol
districts throughout the city. There
are four patrol districts within
the City, each with two officers
patrolling 24/7.

DOWNTOWN SUBSTATION

COST SAVINGS

Proposition 1 would also fund a Police Substation
located in downtown Puyallup. The Substation would
be located on the first floor of City Hall. There,
downtown residents can access police services.

The original estimate for the
new Public Safety Building
was over $120 million.
City Council, working with
the consultant, and staff
made modifications to the
new building design and
approved a new estimate
of $82.7 million. Applying
net proceeds from the sale
of the current public safety
building will reduce the bond
amount to $81 million.

Renderings by MacKenzie Consulting.

Bond amount: $81 MILLION

• The building has run out of
workspace for officers. As a
result, officers are working
in areas that were originally
designed as closets, storage
rooms, and work benches.

Why did the City
choose this location?

Original cost: $120 MILLION

• Storage for equipment and
evidence is at capacity. Officers
have had to create makeshift
storage areas to accommodate
the lack of space.

