What is a
Community
Court?
A community-focused court program that
partners with local service providers to offer
support and resources to participants,
enabling them to get back on their feet
and out of the justice system.

Individualized Justice
The goal of Community Court is to address the
unmet needs which lead to law-breaking behavior
and justice system involvement. We focus on the
whole person, and spend time getting to know
each of our participants. We learn about your
needs, history, and goals, and then work with
you to develop a plan to help you get where
you want to be.
We recognize that coming to court can be
overwhelming. However, Community Court is
less formal than traditional court and provides
you with a team of people to provide support and
encouragement. The two most fundamental rules
of Community Court are that you show up and you
tell us the truth. Participants who commit to these
two requirements are more likely to be successful in
Community Court, and we will work hard to support
you in overcoming challenges and connecting with
needed resources.
“People might see me
by my actions and what
I did, but that doesn’t
have to define me.
I can learn from it and
become a better person.”
Daniel, Graduate of Puyallup
Community Court

Resource Center
We partner with many local service providers to
offer help for participants and community members.
Many of these providers co-locate with us at the
courthouse on Tuesdays from 1-4 pm, and offer
services on a walk in basis. Other providers leave
resource materials that are accessible any time.
The Community Court Resource Center is open
and available to everyone, whether they have a
case in our court or not.
“I knew I could do it,
I just needed people to
believe in me. I feel like
a whole new person.
Before it was just trying
to survive, now I’m
wanting to be a part of
the community.”
Renee, Graduate of
Puyallup Community Court

Who can
particiapate?
The Prosecutor determines who is eligible for
Community Court. If you are charged with a
misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor offense in
Puyallup Municipal Court and you do not have
prior violent felony conviction history, then you are
likely eligible to participate. At this time, we do
not accept domestic violence cases, sexually
motivated offenses or driving related offenses.
Common eligible charges include the following:
• Theft 3
• Criminal Trespass
• Disorderly Conduct
• Unlawful Use of Drug Paraphernalia
• Possession of Stolen Property
If you are interested in participating in Community
Court, ask the Public Defender at your first court
appearance if you are eligible.

Our Core Team

Puyallup Community Court is a collaborative effort of the Puyallup
Municipal Court, Puyallup City Attorney’s Office, Puyallup’s Public
Defense Contractors, and the Puyallup Police Department.

Community Service Partners
We routinely partner with and refer participants
and community members to many local treatment
agencies and service providers, including:
• Department of Social and Health Services
• Good Samaritan Behavioral Health
• East Pierce Family Medicine
• START Program (for pregnant addicted women)
• Step by Step
• Reach
• Work Source
• HARPS Program
• Greater Lakes Mental Health
• HEN Housing Program
• Goodwill
• NW Integrated Health
• We Care Daily
• Pierce County Alliance
• Pierce County Department of Health
• WA Department of Veterans Affairs
• Clover Park Technical Institute

When and where?
The Community Court Resource Center is open
from 1pm – 4:30 pm every Tuesday. Community
Court calendars are held at 3 pm every Tuesday.
For more information about Community Court,
contact Elizabeth Bruce, Case Manager at
253-841-5544 or email EBruce@PuyallupWA.gov.

What to Expect

FAQs

At your first court hearing you will meet with a
public defender who can answer questions about
the program. If your charge qualifies and you are
interested, the first step is meeting with a case
manager for a risk and needs assessment. You will
be asked to fill out paperwork to bring to your
appointment with you. Your court hearing will be
set over one week to give you time to meet with
the case manager.

Will it take 2 years for the conviction to come off my record?
When you join Community Court you will be given a graduation
date in 3, 6, 9, or 12 months. If you complete all your court
mandates by your graduation date, your charges will be
dismissed on that day.

At your next hearing, you will meet with the public
defender and the Prosecutor to go over your
individual participation contract. If you agree with
the plan, you will enter a plea of guilty to your
charge and be formally admitted to Community
Court. You will be given a deferred sentence by
the court as well as an anticipated graduation date
in 3, 6, 9, or 12 months.

Can Community Court help me ﬁnd a job? Yes. We work with
several community agencies that help people to apply for jobs
or find job training programs.

For the first few weeks, you will check in with your
case manager weekly and appear for court every
Tuesday at 3pm. Once you are engaged with
services and doing well, your court appearances
will become less and less frequent, though you will
continue to check in weekly with your case manager.

You will work with your case manager to accomplish
the tasks set out in your participation contract, which
include community service and connections to
service providers and possibly engagement with
a treatment program or class.
Your case manager will report your progress to
the court. On your graduation date, if you have
accomplished all of your tasks and had no new law
violations, then your guilty plea is withdrawn and
your charge(s) will be dismissed.

Will I have to appear every week for the duration of my
contract? No, you will have court weekly for the first 3-4 weeks,
then your court appearances will become less and less frequent
as long as you are in compliance with your mandates. However,
you will be required to maintain weekly contact with your case
manager throughout your contract.

Am I allowed to use marijuana while I’m in Community Court
if I’m of age? No. You may not use any non-prescribed
controlled substances while in Community Court.
Can Community Court help me get into housing? Yes! We
work with several community housing agencies and will work
with you to find a housing option that fits your needs.
Do I have to make a decision TODAY about whether or not
I want to participate? Community Court is most effective when
begun soon after the date of the criminal charge. If you need
more time to think about it, talk with the public defender who
can communicate your request to the Prosecutor.
What if I accrue new charges/relapse/violate conditions of
Community Court? Will I be terminated from the program?
We make best efforts to work with participants to address
relapse or other violations within the program. We expect you to
immediately report any noncompliance or relapse to your case
manager. We use progressive sanctions to address noncompliance,
including community service, essays, reading assignments,
increased treatment requirements or, as a last resort, jail.
Termination from the program generally only occurs when a
participant has failed to appear or engage with services for an
extended period of time, or has accrued multiple new charges.
What happens if I decide not to enter Community Court?
If you decide not to participate, your case will be handled on
the normal court track and you will have the option of entering
a plea deal or having a jury trial. You have the right to have an
attorney to help you with your case.
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Our Mission
To build stronger, safer communities
and reduce the impact of quality of
life crimes through the implementation
of a problem-solving court model which
leverages case management and community
partnerships to provide increased
accountability and meaningful social-service
interventions for those involved in the
criminal justice system.

Tuesdays, 1pm - 4:30pm | Puyallup Municipal Court
929 E Main, Puyallup WA 98372

