What is a
Community
Court?
A neighborhood-focused court program that
combines the power of both the community
and the justice system to address local
problems and improve community safety.

Core Values
Each individual involved in the criminal justice
system, whether as a staff member, defendant,
victim, or community member, deserves to be
treated with dignity and respect.
Participants are more likely to follow through with
court ordered conditions and less likely to reoffend
when they understand the court process and
perceive it to be fair.
Each participant should be viewed holistically, and
court orders and interventions should be crafted
based on the participant’s responses to an
evidence-based risk/needs assessment.

Individualized Justice
The goal of community court is to address unmet
needs which lead to law-breaking behavior and
justice system involvement. Each participant’s
prior criminal and sociological history is reviewed
and an individualized plan is developed to help
ensure that their needs are met and realistic goals
are achieved with the assistance of community
based providers.
By focusing on the whole person and connecting
participants with social services such as substance
abuse treatment, housing services, mental health
treatment, educational resources, and employment
help, we seek to reduce recidivism and support
our participants in becoming healthy and
productive members of our community.
“People
“Peoplemight
mightsee
see
me by my actions
and what I did,
but that doesn’t
have to define me.
I can learn from it
and become a
better person.”
Daniel, Graduate of
Puyallup Community
Court

How does it work?

community court contract, their guilty plea is
withdrawn and the charge is dismissed on their
graduation date. During the program, if a participant
relapses or is otherwise in noncompliance with their
contract, we use graduated sanctions ranging from
reflective essays or a heightened level of care, to
community service or, as a last resort, jail or
termination from the program.

Community Partnerships
We rely on partnerships with local service providers,
treatment agencies, and non-profit organizations to
help our participants make meaningful changes in
their lives. Our community partners often benefit
from community court case management in the
form of fewer missed appointments, regular
communication, and increased accountability.
We encourage our community partners to
co-locate with us at the court on Tuesday
afternoons (either weekly, biweekly, or monthly)
and provide services or referrals to participants
and community members on a walk-in basis, as
we have learned that this drastically increases
their ability to meaningfully engage with services.
Many partners also provide resource materials to
be displayed at the court for constant access.
Our
Mission with us,
If you are interested
in partnering
please contact Case Manager Elizabeth Bruce at
253-841-5544 or email EBruce@PuyallupWA.gov.

The Prosecutor determines who is eligible for
community court based on the current charge
and prior criminal history. We accept most
misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor offenses
except for driving offenses or domestic
violence/sexually motivated offenses. The
Prosecutor and Public Defender work together
to design an individualized participation contract.
When an individual enters into community court,
they enter a plea of guilty to their charge and are
granted a two year deferred sentence.

The Community Court Resource Center is open
and available to everyone on Tuesdays from
1pm to 4:30 pm, whether or not there is a
pending criminal charge.

Depending on their criminal history and the results
of their risk and needs assessment, a graduation
date is set in 3, 6, 9, or 12 months. If the participant
successfully completes all conditions of their

Court calendars are held at 3 pm every Tuesday.
For more information about Community Court,
contact Elizabeth Bruce, Case Manager at
253-841-5544 or email EBruce@PuyallupWA.gov.

When and where?

Our Mission
To build stronger, safer communities and
reduce the impact of quality of life crimes
through the implementation of a problem
solving court model which leverages case
management and community partnerships
to provide increased accountability and
meaningful social-service interventions for
those involved in the criminal justice system.

“I knew I could do
it, I just needed
people to believe
in me. I feel like a
whole new person.
Before it was just
trying to survive,
now I’m wanting
to be apart of the
community.”
Renee, Graduate of
Puyallup Community
Court

Community Court Objectives

Our Core Team

• To encourage investment in and involvement with
the community by justice system involved individuals.

Puyallup Community Court is a collaborative effort
of the Puyallup Municipal Court, Puyallup City
Attorney’s Office, Puyallup’s Public Defense
Contractors, and the Puyallup Police Department.

• To promote efficient use of limited financial and
human resources in the areas of criminal justice,
mental health, and healthcare.
• To increase public safety by reducing recidivism
through service interventions targeting the problems
which may contribute to criminal behavior.
• To provide meaningful opportunities for individuals
who struggle with mental illness, substance use
disorder, unmet essential needs, trauma,
homelessness, abuse, and lack of education and
employment to address their challenges.

Our Mission
To build stronger, safer communities
and reduce the impact of quality of
life crimes through the implementation
of a problem-solving court model which
leverages case management and community
partnerships to provide increased
accountability and meaningful social-service
interventions for those involved in the
criminal justice system.

• To reduce the use of incarceration for minor offenses.
• To promote successful community re-engagement
through case management, employment,
education, and treatment services.
• To cultivate collaborative partnerships with
community organizations and social service providers.
• To reduce court congestion by shortening the
length of time between arrest and resolution of
the case, and the length of court supervision of
the individual.
• To increase public trust in the criminal justice system.
• To promote participant accountability through
community service, restitution, and self-reflection.

Tuesdays 1pm - 4:30pm
929 E Main, Puyallup, WA 98372
T: 253-841-5544

Tuesdays, 1pm - 4:30pm | Puyallup Municipal Court
929 E Main, Puyallup WA 98372

