A YOUTH WILDLAND FIRE GUIDE

Tips for
Wildland Fire
Preparation
Don’t wait until it’s too late! Know what you
can do NOW to be prepared.

This publication was prepared by the International Association of Fire Chiefs’ RSG! Program and is supported by the USDA Forest
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the U.S. Fire Administration.

INTRODUCTION

is a natural part of our landscape. It was here before us and we
need it for many things. Low-intensity natural fires are essential
for stimulating fire-dependent trees and plants, maintaining
wildlife habitats for certain species, cycling nutrients and
sustaining other important functions of the forest ecosystem.
So our forests need fire, but European settlement brought
changes to this ecosystem.
As we learn to “live with fire”, we become better prepared
when it occurs where we live. There are steps everyone
can take to protect homes and lives in the Wildland-Urban
Interface (WUI). This guide will introduce actions you and those
in your household can take to prepare. Additionally, efforts
like prescribed burning (carefully planned fires that are set
under specific conditions of temperature, wind, and humidity)
prepare forests. Professionals ensure prescribed fires can be
safely controlled and reduce the likelihood that smoke will
blow into nearby communities.
With more people moving into the WUI and increasing fire
conditions, we are seeing people and nature being threatened
by fire despite fire’s natural, beneficial role. The severity of
wildland fires is making firefighting efforts more expensive and
puts firefighters at risk. The solution is to make natural areas
and communities more fire-ready, allowing low-intensity fire to
play its natural role on a manageable scale and create a safer
environment for firefighters to protect.
This guide will help you prepare for inevitable wildland
fires - to “live with fire” safely.
IAFC Wildland Fire Programs are funded through a DHS/FEMA/AFG/FP&S grant awarded FY2018. EMW-2018-FP-00279 and in cooperation with the USDA Forest
Service. In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) To file a complaint alleging discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call toll free voice 866-632-9992, TDD 800- 877-8339, or voice relay (866) 377-8642.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Saving Lives and Property through
Advance Planning and Action
Creating defensible space around where you live
slows the spread of fire and can help protect a
building from ignition (catching on fire). To help
firefighters, remove weeds, flammable bushes and
spread out firewood stacked too close to your home
or other structures.
Embers are burning pieces of airborne material that
can be carried more than a mile away from the fire!
Embers can also start additional fires where they land.
Research points to embers and small flames as the
main way homes ignite in wildland fires.
Review these action items for each zone with an adult
from your household and identify ways you can help
reduce wildland fire risk on your property.

ZONE 1
0-5 feet around your home
or to property line

ZONE 2
5-30 feet around your home
or to property line

ZONE 3
30-200 feet around your
home or to property line

■ Use hard scape such as concrete
or noncombustible rock mulch
around your home.

■ Create vegetation groups, or
“islands”, to break up continuous
fuels around your home.

■ Trees should have a minimum of
10 feet between their canopies, or
the tops.

■ Roofs and gutters should be
regularly cleared of dead leaves,
debris and pine needles.

■ Remove ladder fuels to create a
separation between low-level
vegetation and tree canopies and
keep fire from climbing into trees.

■ Store firewood in this area,
keeping a safe distance from your
home and other structures.

■ Firewood and other combustible
materials should be stored away from
your home, garage, or attached deck.
■ Cut (prune) away touching or overhanging branches from the roof to
a distance of at least 10 feet.
■ Rake and remove flammable
vegetation, such as leaves and
needles or wood mulch, from
underneath your deck and away
from your home.

■ Remove leaf and needle debris
from the yard.
■ Keep lawns, native grasses, and
wildflowers less than four inches in
height.

■ Create space between shrubs and
trees to eliminate a continuous
fuel bed at the ground level.
■ Remove dead trees, shrubs and all
other dead or dry vegetation.

For a full list of recommended steps to take within each zone, please see the RSG!
Program National Action Guide.

■ Use fire-resistant plants near
buildings. An internet search can
help you find some for your area.
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ARE YOU

?

PLAN WHAT TO TAKE
• People & Pets
• Pictures & Photo Albums
• Laptop/Tablet/PC (and chargers!)
• Change of clothes
• Reusable watter bottle
• Phone and charger
• Play things (favorite game/toy/doll/book)
• ________________________________
• ________________________________

a
e
k
a
M
Plan
• Create a Household Action Plan that includes evacuation meeting locations and communication
plans and practice it regularly. Include the evacuation of all pets and large animals, which may
include horses and livestock.
• Have fire extinguishers on hand and know how to use them.
• Ask an adult where your gas, electric and water main shut-off controls are located and if they know
how to use them.
• Plan and practice several different evacuation routes.
• Choose an emergency meeting location outside of the wildland fire hazard area.
• Assemble a Go Kit, as recommended by the American Red Cross (see page 7.)
• Assemble a Go Kit for your pet(s) including food, water, medications and vaccine records.
• Keep a list of emergency contact numbers in your Go Kit.
• Ask an adult to appoint an out-of-area friend or relative as a point of contact so you can
communicate with family members.
• Have a portable radio or scanner so you can stay updated on the fire and weather emergency
announcements.
• Sign up for notification systems your community uses, like email or text alerts.
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= PREPARED
We all prepare for things differently. Whether it’s a sporting event, play, concert, other big event or a
school test, getting all set to be at your best matters. Knowing what to do during a wildland fire is the
same.

Humans cause
an average of
60,467 fires
each year.
National Interagency Fire
Center
Based on a 19-year average of fires
reported.

B

e prepared.
• Monitor fire weather conditions and fire status. Check your local fire department or first
responder websites and social media accounts for wildland fire information. Stay tuned to
your TV or local radio stations for updates, including Red Flag Warnings in your area.
• Alert family and neighbors.
• Dress in appropriate clothing made from natural fibers, like cotton, and shoes or boots. Have
goggles and a dry bandana or particle mask handy.
• Make sure you have your Go Kit on hand and that it includes all necessary items, such as a
battery powered radio, spare batteries, emergency contact numbers, and drinking water.
• Remain close to your house, drink plenty of water, and stay with your family and pets until
you are ready to leave.
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INSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME OUTSIDE CHECKLIST, IF
ALLOWS
TIME ALLOWS
• Close your bedroom windows
and doors.
• Remove all shades and
curtains from windows and
ensure all blinds remain open,
unless you have metal blinds.
Close all metal blinds.

• Make sure things that could
catch fire are a safe distance
away from the house (like
toys, door mats, etc.). If you
have time, place these items
inside your garage or home
where they will not become a
hazard.

• Ask an adult to move
furniture to the center of the
room, away from windows
and doors, if they are able.

• Ask an adult to turn off
propane tanks and other gas
at the meter if they know
how.

• Leave your lights on so
firefighters can see your
house under smoky
conditions.

• Don’t leave sprinklers on
or water running. They can
affect critical water pressure.
• Leave outside lights on.

Each year, more than 9,753
lightning-caused fires are
reported.
National Interagency Fire Center

Based on a 19-year average of fires reported.
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IF YOU ARE TRAPPED:
SURVIVAL TIPS
• If you become trapped and
cannot evacuate, call 9-1-1
immediately.
• Stay in your home, sheltering
away from walls, until the
fire passes or emergency
personnel tell you to do
differently. Follow their
instructions and commands.
• Wear long sleeves and long
pants made of natural fibers,
such as cotton.
• Stay hydrated.
• Ensure you can exit the home
if it catches fire (remember
if it’s hot inside the house,
it is four to five times hotter
outside, be prepared).
• Fill sinks and tubs for an
emergency water supply.
• Place wet towels under doors
to smoke and embers out.
• After the fire has passed, stay
alert for any small fires, sparks
or embers.

Leaving early gives you the best
chance of surviving a wildland
fire. You also help firefighters
when you don’t wait by making
it safer for them to do their job.
Has your household chosen a
low-risk destination outside of
your immediate community to
evacuate to? Think about the
house of a friend or relative, a
Red Cross shelter or evacuation
center, a motel, etc.
Remember that cell phones
often don’t work during an emergency due to overuse or loss of cell towers. It’s important to plan
ahead for a possible evacuation and not rely on a phone during an emergency to identify an evacuation
destination or route.

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES LIST FOR GO KIT
The American Red Cross recommends every family have an emergency supply kit assembled long
before a wildland fire or other emergency occurs. Use the checklist below to help assemble yours. For
more information on emergency supplies, visit redcross.org/get-help.
• Three-day supply of water (one gallon per person, per day) and non-perishable food for your
household.
• First aid kit and sanitation supplies, including toilet paper and baby wipes.
• Flashlight, battery-powered radio and extra batteries.
• An extra set of car keys, credit cards, and cash or traveler’s checks.
• Extra eyeglasses, contact lenses, prescriptions and medications.
• Important family documents and contact numbers, including insurance documents.
• Map marked with evacuation routes. It is important to have a printed map in case the phone dies or
cell towers are down. It may also be easier to see the printed map than a phone screen under smoky
conditions.
• Easily carried valuables and irreplaceable items.
• Personal electronic devices and chargers.
• Keep a pair of old shoes and a flashlight handy in case of a sudden evacuation at night.
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GLO
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COMBUSTIBLE
Able to catch fire and burn easily.

EMBERS
Burning pieces of airborne material that can be
carried more than a mile. Research points to
embers and small flames as the main ways homes
ignite in wildland fires.

FIRE WEATHER WATCH
Critical fire weather conditions are forecasted to
occur in the next 72 hours. Listen to later forecasts
and possible Red Flag Warnings.

FIRE ADAPTED COMMUNITY
A fire adapted community acknowledges and takes
responsibility for its wildfire risk, and implements
appropriate actions at all levels. Actions address
resident safety, homes, neighborhoods, businesses
and infrastructure, forests, parks, open spaces and
other community assets.
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FUEL
Anything that can be consumed by fire. Includes
leaves, ground litter and vegetation such as grass,
plants, shrubs and trees, that would feed a fire. This
also includes homes and other structures.

RED FLAG WARNING
Critical fire weather conditions are ongoing or
expected in the next 24 hours. A combination of
strong winds, low relative humidity and warm
temperatures can contribute to extreme fire
behavior.

VEGETATION
A general term for the plant life of a region; it refers
to the ground cover provided by plants.

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE
An area or zone where human development meets
or mixes with natural vegetation.

WORD FIND
COMBUSTIBLE
EMBERS
EMERGENCY
EVACUATION
FUEL
GO
PREPARED
READY
SET
WILDFIRE
ZONES
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A CAMPFIRE STORY
Word Game
Fill in the blank spaces below to create a funny story to share with your family!
Every summer I get totally amped and ___________________________ (adj.) to go
camping in the deep, ______________________ (adj.) forest. It’s good to get away
from it all - but not too far away, like in getting lost!
Last year my friends and I went hiking and got lost for _____ (number) hours. We
started off on a(n) _______________ (adj.) adventure but kept losing the trail. Night
began to fall and when we heard the howls of a(n) ____________________ (large
animal), we began to panic. It was getting darker and our flashlights were running out of
_______________________ (noun).
I’m sure glad my pet ________________ (animal), ____________________
(name), was with us! It is one gifted creature, because it was able to guide us back by
___________________ (action verb ending in -ing) the __________________ (adj.)
s’mores by the campfire.
This year before setting off on a(n) ________________________ (adj.) journey I’ll be
sure to have working flashlights and of course my buddy ___________________ (same
pet name).
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Wildland Fire

ACTION PLAN
Write up your Wildland Fire Action Plan and post it in a location
where every member of your household can see it. Rehearse it with your household.
During high-fire-danger days in your area, monitor your local media for information and be ready to
implement your plan. Hot, dry, and windy conditions create the perfect environment for a wildland fire.
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Out-of-Area Contact ______________________________________________ Phone:________________
Work

______________________________ ______________________________ ________________

School ______________________________ ______________________________ ________________
Other ______________________________ ______________________________ ________________
EVACUATION ROUTES
1 ____________________________________________________________________________________
2 ____________________________________________________________________________________
3 ____________________________________________________________________________________
WHERE TO GO
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
LOCATION OF GO KIT(S)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Contact your local fire department for more tips on preparing before a wildland fire.

Wildland Fire

ACTION PLAN
Youth Safety Checklist
Tips to Improve Household and Property Survival During a Wildland Fire

Get Ready
Create defensible space around where you live.
Make a Household Action Plan and practice it regularly.
Arrange your Go Kit with emergency supplies, important things and other 		
essential items.

Prepare and Be Aware
Make sure you have your Go Kit on hand in an accessible place.
Alert household and neighbors of your action plan. Stay with your household 		
members and pets until you are ready to leave.
Monitor local fire weather conditions and listen to emergency notification 		
systems.

Act Early
Get your Go Kit and leave well before the threat approaches following a 			
planned, accessible route.
Stay aware of the situation and follow your plan.
Cooperate with local authorities during evacuation and re-entry processes.

wildlandfireRSG.org

