
CITY OF PUYALLUP TREE REMOVAL FLOW CHART  

IS THE TREE A STREET TREE LOCATED IN 

CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY (GENERALLY 

BETWEEN THE CURB/ROAD AND 

SIDEWALK)? 

IS THE TREE LOCATED ON PRIVATE 

PROPERTY?  

IS THE TREE OVER 6” IN DIAMETER (AT 4.5’ 

ABOVE GRADE) OR IS ANY PORTION OF 

THE TREE WITHIN 15’ OF POWER LINES? 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES NO 

THIS TREE IS 

PROTECTED UNDER 

THE CITY’S STREET 

TREE ORDINANCE. 

A PERMIT IS 

REQUIRED TO 

REMOVE THE TREE*  

ONLY A LICENSED 

AND BONDED TREE 

CARE COMPANY 

USING CERTIFIED 

ARBORIST(S) MAY 

PERFORM THIS 

WORK IN THE CITY 

RIGHT OF WAY.  

PRUNING ANY 

BRANCHES OVER 2” 

IN DIAMETER ALSO 

REQUIRES A PERMIT 

(MINOR PRUNING 

OF LIMBS LESS 

THAN 2” IS 

EXEMPT).  

IF THE TREE IS 

WITHIN 15’ OF 

ENERGIZED POWER 

LINES, THE WORK 

MAY ONLY BE 

PERFORMED BY THE 

LOCAL POWER 

UTILITY (PUGET 

SOUND ENERGY*).  

NO PERMIT IS REQUIRED 

TO REMOVE THE TREE IF 

THE TREE IS DEAD (LIVE 

STREET TREES, NO MATTER 

THE SIZE, REQUIRES 

APPROVAL BEFORE 

REMOVAL). A 

REPLACEMENT TREE IS 

REQUIRED IF THE PLANTER 

STRIP IS 4’ OR WIDER—A 

FREE TREE PLANTING 

PERMIT IS REQUIRED TO 

ENSURE THE TREE SPECIES 

USED TO REPLANT IS ON 

THE CITY’S APPROVED 

STREET TREE LIST. 

IS THE TREE LOCATED ON 

SINGLE FAMILY OR OTHER 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OF 

FOUR (4) UNITS OR LESS?* 

IS THE TREE LOCATED WITHIN OR NEAR A WETLAND 

OR WETLAND BUFFER*, STEEP SLOPE, STREAM 

BUFFER* OR HABITAT AREA/GREENBELT? 

YES NO 

YES NO 

IS THE TREE 15” IN 

DIAMETER OR LARGER 

(MEASURED AT 4.5’ 

ABOVE GRADE)? 

NO PERMIT 

REQUIRED TO 

REMOVE TREE 

IS THE TREE LISTED ON 

THE CITY’S HERITAGE 

TREE REGISTER? 

NO 

THIS TREE IS PROTECTED 

UNDER THE CITY’S HERITAGE 

TREE ORDINANCE. A PERMIT 

IS REQUIRED TO REMOVE 

THE TREE* 

PRUNING WORK DOES NOT 

REQUIRE A PERMIT. ANY 

WORK NEAR THE TREE 

REQUIRES TREE PROTECTION 

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN (SEE 

DETAIL ON REVERSE SIDE) 

YES 

YES NO 
THIS TREE IS PROTECTED UNDER THE CITY’S TREE 

REGULATIONS. A PERMIT IS REQUIRED TO 

REMOVE THE TREE* 

PRUNING WORK DOES NOT REQUIRE A PERMIT.  

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A PERMIT, YOU MUST HIRE 

A PRIVATE CERTIFIED ARBORIST TO COMPLETE A 

TREE RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT; THAT REPORT 

MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY WITH YOUR 

PERMIT APPLICATION.  

THE TREE CAN ONLY BE REMOVED IF A CERTIFIED  

ARBORIST DEEMS THE TREE AN IMMINENT 

HAZARD FOR FAILURE NEAR STRUCTURES OR 

IMPROVEMENTS AFTER PERFORMING A TREE RISK 

ASSESSMENT.   

IF YOUR PERMIT IS APPROVED, REPLACEMENT OF 

THE TREE(S) MAY BE REQUIRED.    

IF THE TREE IS IN OR NEAR A CRITICAL AREA (E.G. 

WETLAND, STEEP SLOPE,  STREAM/HABITAT AREA 

OR BUFFER) YOU ARE REQUIRED TO REPLACE 

EACH TREE REMOVED WITH TWO (2) NEW TREES . 

OTHER CONDITIONS MAY APPLY.  

NO 

*NOTES:  

1. PERMIT APPLICATIONS MAY BE OBTAINED THROUGH 
CITYOFPUYALLUP.ORG/TREES  

2. IF ANY PART OF THE TREE IS WITHIN 15’ OF ENERGIZED POWER 
LINES, CALL PSE FOR PRUNING SERVICES AT (360) 786.5992 

3. TREES ON COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, INSTITUTIONAL AND MULTI-
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL COMPLEXES WITH MORE THAN FOUR (4) 
DWELLING UNITS ARE REQUIRED TO RETAIN ALL TREES OVER 15” IN 
DIAMETER UNLESS REMOVAL IS PERMITTED DUE TO HAZARDOUS 
TREE CONDITIONS 

4. BUFFERS FOR WETLANDS AND STREAMS VARY BASED ON THE 
SIGNIFICANCE AND FUNCTIONS OF THESE CRITICAL AREAS; CONTACT 
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS AT (253) 864-
4165 

5. QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS CHART? EMAIL US AT: 
trees@ci.puyallup.wa.us  




