Historical Fiction for Teens
Ancient Civilization
Troy by Adele Geras
Told from the point of view of the women of Troy, portrays the last weeks of
the Trojan War, when women are sick of tending the wounded, men are tired
of fighting, and bored gods and goddesses find ways to stir things up.

Cleopatra Confesses by Carolyn Meyer
Princess Cleopatra, the third (and favorite) daughter of King Ptolemy XII,
comes of age in ancient Egypt, accumulating power and discovering love.

Nobody’s Princess by Esther Friesner
Determined to fend for herself in a world where only men have real freedom,
headstrong Helen, who will be called queen of Sparta and Helen of Troy one
day, learns to fight, hunt, and ride horses while disguised as a boy, and goes
on an adventure around the Mediterranean world.

Middle Ages, 400-1400s
The Apprentice’s Masterpiece by Melanie Little
Spain, 1485. The Inquisition is at its height. Fear hangs in the air as
unstoppable agents of oppression grow ever more deadly. Stunning,
haunting, and unforgettable, The Apprentice’s Masterpiece emblazons
this tragic period on our minds as two teens struggle against events that
conspire to destroy them both.

Bound by Donna Jo Napoli
In a novel based on Chinese Cinderella tales, fourteen-year-old stepchild
Xing-Xing endures a life of neglect and servitude, as her stepmother
cruelly mutilates her own child's feet so that she alone might marry well.
Catherine, called Birdy by Karen Cushman
The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a
journal in which she records the events of her life, particularly her
longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to
avoid being married off.
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Crispin: the cross of lead by Avi (trilogy)
Falsely accused theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenthcentury England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who
holds a dangerous secret.
Genghis: Birth of an Empire by Conn Iggulden
Chronicles the rise to power of Genghis Khan, one of the world's most
powerful and fearsome rulers, from his tragic beginnings, to the murder of
his father, to his legendary exploits as a feared warrior who conquered
much of the known world.

Girl in a cage by Jane Yolen
As English armies invade Scotland in 1306, eleven-year-old Princess
Marjorie, daughter of the newly crowned Scottish king, Robert the Bruce, is
captured by England's King Edward Longshanks and held in a cage on public
display.

Matilda Bone by Karen Cushman
Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of
medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to reconcile the various
aspects of her life, both spiritual and practical.

The midwife's apprentice by Karen Cushman
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharptempered midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains
the three things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place
in this world.

Sisters of the Sword by Maya Snow (series)
Two aristocratic sisters in ancient Japan disguise themselves as samurai
warriors to take revenge on the uncle who betrayed their family.

Viking Warrior: Denmark A.D. 845 by Judson Roberts
Despite being the son of a chieftain and a princess, fourteen-year-old
Halfdan lives as a slave in Denmark in A.D. 845 but through a tragic
bargain he gains his freedom and sets out to claim his birthright.
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1500 - 1800
Bloody Jack: Being an Account of the Curious Adventures of Mary
“Jacky” Faber, Ship’s Boy by L.A. Meyer (series)
Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-yearold orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British
warship set for high sea adventure in search of pirates.
Folly by Marthe Mocelyn
In a parallel narrative set in late nineteenth-century England, teenaged
country girl Mary Finn relates the unhappy conclusion to her experiences
as a young servant in an aristocratic London household while, years later,
young James Nelligan describes how he comes to leave his beloved foster
family to live and be educated at London’s famous Foundling Hospital.

I was Jane Austen’s Best Friend by Cora Harrison
In a series of journal entries, Jenny Cooper describes her stay with cousin
Jane Austen in the 1790s, and her entrance into Jane’s world of beautiful
dresses, dances, secrets, gossip, and romance.

Mary, Bloody Mary by Carolyn Meyer
Mary Tudor, who would reign briefly as Queen of England during the
mid sixteenth century, tells the story of her troubled childhood as
daughter of King Henry VIII.
Newes from the Dead by Mary Hooper
In 1650, while Robert, a young medical student, steels himself to assist
with her dissection, twenty-two-year-old housemaid Anne Green recalls
her life as she lies in her coffin, presumed dead after being hanged for
murdering her child that was, in fact, stillborn.

Queen's own fool : a novel of Mary Queen of Scots by Jane Yolen
When twelve-year-old Nicola leaves Troupe Brufort and serves as the
fool for Mary, Queen of Scots, she experiences the political and
religious upheavals in both France and Scotland.
The Redheaded Princess by Ann Rinaldi
In 1542, nine-year-old Lady Elizabeth lives on an estate near London,
striving to get back into the good graces of her father, King Henry VIII,
and as the years pass she faces his death and those of other close relatives
until she finds herself next in line to ascend the throne of England in
1558.
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Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly
An angry, grieving seventeen-year-old musician facing expulsion from her
prestigious Brooklyn private school travels to Paris to complete a school
assignment and uncovers a diary written during the French revolution by a
young actress attempting to help a tortured, imprisoned little boy – Louis
Charles, the lost king of France.
The Samurai’s Tale by Erik Christian Haugaard
In turbulent sixteenth-century Japan, orphaned Taro is taken in by a
general serving the great warlord Takeda Shingen and grows up to
become a samurai fighting for the enemies of his dead family.

Early America
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Nation by
M.T. Anderson
Raised by a mysterious group of rational philosophers, known only by
numbers, Octavian and his mother – a princess in exile from a faraway land
– are the only people in their household assigned names.

Blood on the River: James Town 1607 by Elisa Carbone
Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith,
twelve-year-old orphan Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James
Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish between
friend and foe.

Chains: Seeds of America by Laurie Halse Anderson
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel
spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.
Copper Sun by Sharon Draper
Two fifteen-year-old girls – one a slave and the other an indentured servant
– escape their Carolina plantation and try to make their way to Fort Moses,
Florida, a Spanish colony that gives sanctuary to slaves.

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her
sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced
to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.
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My brother Sam is dead by James Lincoln Collier
Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during the
Revolution when one son joins the rebel forces while the rest of the
family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town.

Witch child by Celia Rees
In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage
from England to the New World and her experiences living as a witch in a
community of Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts.

19th Century
Boston Jane by Jennifer L. Holm (series)
Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane
Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for manners during her long sea
voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American
traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory.

Heart of a Samurai: Based on the True Story of Majiro Nakaham by
Margi Preus
In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a terrible shipwreck leaves
him and his four companions castaways on a remote island, fourteen-yearold Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a samurai, learns new laws and
customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set foot in the United
States.

The true confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi
As the lone "young lady" on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte
learns that the captain is murderous and the crew rebellious.

Civil War, 1861-1865
The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
During his service in the Civil War, a young Union soldier matures to
manhood and finds peace of mind as he comes to grips with his conflicting
emotions about war.
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Riot by Walter Dean Myers
In 1863, fifteen-year-old Claire, the daughter of an Irish mother and a
black father, faces ugly truths and great danger when Irish immigrants,
enraged by the Civil War and a federal draft, lash out against blacks and
wealthy "swells" of New York City.

Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen
Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old Charley has a change of heart after
experiencing both the physical horrors and mental anguish of Civil War
combat.

Two Girls of Gettysburg by Lisa Klein
When the Civil War breaks out, two cousins, Lizzie and Rosanna, find
themselves on opposite sides of the conflict until the war reunites them in
the town of Gettysburg.

The Victorian Era
Montmorency: Thief, Liar, Gentleman? By Eleanor Updale
In Victorian London, after his life is saved by a young physician, a thief
utilizes the knowledge he gains in prison and from the scientific lectures he
attends as the physician's case study exhibit to create a new, highly
successful, double life for himself.

Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz
While obtaining a Western education at a prestigious Japanese boarding
school in 1890, sixteen-year-old Toyo also receives traditional samurai
training which has profound effects on both his baseball game and his
relationship with his father.
Shackleton’s Stowaway by Victoria McKernan
A fictionalized account of the adventures of eighteen-year-old Perce
Blackborow, who stowed away for the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic
expedition and, after their ship Endurance was crushed by ice, endured
many hardships, including the loss of the toes of his left foot to frostbite,
during the nearly two-year return journey across sea and ice.
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Three Rivers Rising: A Novel of the Johnstown Flood by Jame Richards
Sixteen-year-old Celestia is a wealthy member of the South Fork Fishing
and Hunting Club, where she meets and falls in love with Peter, a hired
hand who lives in the valley below, and by the time of the torrential rains
that lead to the disastrous Johnstown flood of 1889, she has been disowned
by her family and is staying with him in Johnstown.

World War I, 1914-1918
Crossing Stones by Helen Frost
In their own voices, four young people, Muriel, Frank, Emma, and Ollie,
tell of their experiences during the first World War, as the boys enlist and
are sent overseas, Emma finishes school, and Muriel fights for peace and
women's suffrage.
The foreshadowing by Marcus Sedgwick
Having always been able to know when someone is going to die,
Alexandra poses as a nurse to go to France during World War I to locate
her brother and to try to save him from the fate she has foreseen for him.

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo
When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army,
Thomas decides to sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old,
to prove himself to his country, his family, his childhood love, Molly, and
himself.

World War II, 1939-1945
Annexed by Sharon Dogar
A dramatic and ambitious companion to The Diary of Anne Frank, this
fictionalized account of the two Jewish families in hiding is told from the
point of view of Anne's companion in the secret annex, 15-year-old Peter
van Pels.

Between Shades of Grayby Ruta Sepetys
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Linda, her mother, and brother are pulled from
their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her
father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life,
vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her
story in a jar on Lithuanian soil.
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The book thief by Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story
of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents
help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their
neighbors.
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called “OutWith” in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped
pajamas who lives behind a wire fence.
Chinese Cinderella and the Secret Dragon Society by Adeline Yen Mah
During the Japanese occupation of parts of China, twelve-year-old Ye Xian
is thrown out of her father's and stepmother's home, joins a martial arts
group, and tries to help her aunt and the Americans in their struggle against
the Japanese invaders.

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a
useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in
their native tongue.

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith
During World War II, a light-skinned African American girl “passes” for
white in order to join the Women Airforce Service Pilots.

Summer of my German soldier by Bette Greene
When German prisoners of war are brought to her Arkansas town during
World War II, twelve-year-old Patty, a Jewish girl, befriends one of them
and must deal with the consequences of that friendship.
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20th Century, 1900-1950s
Al Capone does my shirts by Gennifer Choldenko
A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935
when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his
extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.

Anahita’s Woven Riddle by Meghan Nuttall Sayres
In Iran, more than 100 years ago, a young girl with three suitors gets
permission from her father and a holy man to weave into her wedding rug
a riddle to be solved by her future husband, which will ensure that he has
wit to match hers.
A Brief History of Montmaray by Michelle Cooper
On her sixteenth birthday in 1936, Sophia begins a diary of life in a
fictional island country off the coast of Spain, where she is among the last
descendants of an impoverished royal family trying to hold their nation
together on the eve of the second World War.

A day no pigs would die by Robert Newton Peck
To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs
for a living, maturity comes early as he learns "doing what's got to be
done," especially regarding his pet pig who cannot produce a litter.
The Entertainer and the Dybbuk by Sid Fleischman
A struggling American ventriloquist in post-World War II Europe is
possessed by the mischievous spirit of a young Jewish boy killed in the
Holocaust. Author's note details the murder of over one million children by
the Nazis during the 1930s and 1940s.
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and
privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California,
where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm
workers on the eve of the Great Depression.
Keeping Corner by Kashmira Sheth
In India in the 1940's, thirteen-year-old Leela's happy, spoiled childhood
ends when her husband since age nine, whom she barely knows, dies,
leaving her a widow whose only hope of happiness could come from
Mahatma Ghandi's social and political reforms.
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Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
In a series of poems, fourteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of
living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl
years of the Depression.

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly
In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a
writer against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a
summer inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest.
Based on a true story.

The Watch that Ends the Night: Voices from the Titanic by Allan
Wolf
Recreates the 1912 sinking of the Titanic as observed by millionaire John
Jacob Astor, a beautiful young Lebanese refugee finding first love,
“Unsinkable” Molly Brown, Captain E.J. Smith, and others, including the
iceberg itself.
What I Saw and How I Lied by Judy Blundell
In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life
returning to normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI
who seems to have a secret hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a
complicated web of lies whose devastating outcome changer her life an
that of her family forever.

20th Century, 1960-2000s
Fallen angels by Walter Dean Myers
Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school,
enlists in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating
year on active duty in Vietnam.
The Fire-Eaters by David Almond
In 1962 England, despite observing his father's illness and the suffering
of the fire-eating Mr. McNulty, as well as enduring abuse at school and
the stress of the Cuban Missile Crisis, Bobby Burns and his family and
friends still find reasons to rejoice in their lives and to have hope for the
future.
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Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata
Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters
growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the
despair when one sister becomes terminally ill.
Revolution is not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine
Starting in 1972 when she is nine years old, Ling, the daughter of two
doctors, struggles to make sense of the communists' Cultural Revolution,
which empties stores of food, homes of appliances deemed "bourgeois,"
and people of laughter.

The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon
In 1968 Chicago, fourteen-year-old Sam Childs is caught in a conflict
between his father's nonviolent approach to seeking civil rights for African
Americans and his older brother, who has joined the Black Panther Party.

Historical Fiction authors
Many of these authors write books that mostly take place throughout history. Keep in
mind that not all of their books are historical fiction
 Avi
 Carolyn Meyer
 Karen Cushman
 Donna Jo Napoli
 Patricia Reilly Giff
 Ann Rinaldi
 Karen Hesse
 Jane Yolen
 Eva Ibbotson
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